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nice again, its July 20th, a day
an which we celebrare ihis
vear, 211 years of Colomizia's
imlependenca. Cur Country
has bullt a path of progress,

inspired by the values of freedom,
independence, democracy, inclusion, joy,
the weell-bssing of aur pecgle, love of ratune,

andl resilience.

it is in shorl, a bestament o

Colombians' respect for life and a constani
irnpsrosiEmesnl oot the continuedd wark of
aur people.

Asowe celebsare our Matlanal Day ooce

again bere in Shana and West Africa, it is
important to express on behalf of the

Frosictont of Caolambsia, HE

Iwan Lludgue

Marguez, and the Embassy of Colombia to

W e

Adrica established in Ghana, the

significance that this EPENIngG of his suh
region of the African continent, as well of
o, as the wehle of thes Ao an continen!
has for Colombia,

integraticon,
accomphish the
abjeciives
inbegration that Colombia has,
EeCnomc

I has alloswved s ta fine iy Wikys ol
and 0 confinue setking 1o
dlresdy highlighted common
exercising the vocation of
throuulh

and cultural integration, 1o

advance o ouwr socil development, amsd
~_-:rr'|1gl|'|r_'ning waurr clemoeratic values ; Mg
ordinary citizens, thus making it the baacon

af our develapmen,

i work toaether fol

sustainabiiity,

While we relehrale these 217 vears of

aur independenda, we cannot leave ool the
wish that we Colombians have, 1o achieve
thes releggse Troan captivaly of g dear cilizen S,
Clora Marvies, a Cathoelic non who has been

sidmapped in Mali since 2017,

This is the

aspiration of the Colambian govesnment and

all Colombian citizens,

and | am sure thint

many of the pagple of the sub region
Accorpany ok o this search

CLEENLITILRED

Al the sama fima, we all have tha
chjective of achieving 1he

Sustainable Development Goals (500s), We
caincede in owr vision to develop each and
every ane of these goals; among them,
elimination of poverty and hunger,
promaoting health and well-being, decent
wiork, ervironmeend sustainalailny, equality m
gender, promoting clean epergy and- cities,

rIH

'-'-'::IiLh WE . Femiarn .I"li[I!'I.J [N RER TN

cosaperabioen actneitios, Led we ke on thir realie
of detenders of human vaiues in relation to

aurselies amd the world arourd us

HrWars

1r:r.|.'r'I|1|'r i p-q_'._||'4=.|n|| ProOgTess

Thank yiou to Ghana for the hospatality

yean @i 05, ancd thaenk von ta e countries of

¥

est Alrica, with whom we wish to continue

advancing in both balateral and muliilateral
Ao,

Every year we find reascns to share with

our friends, panmers, and the intermational
COMMEnITy our PTOREMESS ':::'I-':ll:f"l'lﬁf:E.
achisvaments, and commitments,

Our Economy

This particular year, we share with the
woild several challenges, such as
arhieving our economic recoveny. Beform
COVID-19 bt the world, affecting the
wearld eranomy, our grovwdh was bebyveen
G-8%. In order to reach that level of
aroawih ones aeain, wee ane inplementing
a Soress -UI' initiatises ||:rr_'r'||:'|:| fa3 rpcoweeT
the country in a shod period of time,
wehiere we are espectally concesmed with
hedping reactivate sectoes that can help
those most affected by the pandemic,
thowe that seere maost velnesable 1 b
negalive side effecls.

Thiz will be possible thanks te the

Covernment of His Excellency, the
Fresident of Colombaa, Ivian Dugue
Marguez, who has been taking measures
to create a climate of growth. When it
comies 1 the COWDe19 NG,
government is focusing efforts in reaching
herd immuniby, Ot of aboan 50 million
imbalsitants, 27 milliver hoees alreaedy bosen
wittCirated, wirare on the path foachise
Celdr Eoaad,

E|||:|i:'|4.'. the lockdesan will allow factories
b b secpened and emplengment weill b
reactivated, transporation amd expors
will recover ai full speed, and the
wiulnermble population of Calombaa swill
b supported nos only by the government
bl s Dy the privare sector, that fas
decided totake medsures o contribiute to
this transition

Wie trust that in the wery near fufune,
eoomamic imdicators will be pointing
upwards as @ good result of this policy
Alraady, 1he Economic Commission of
Latin America TCEPALY, has progected a
GOF growth for Colombia above the

regianal average. Thirty-theae counties of

tHe resgine wene subsjicts af this stisdy

Innovation and
technnlﬂg’f

Wi hawe alsa seon how Colambia and the
Unicorn Hunters joined forces o boost
Colambian catrepreneusship by signing a
strategic alliance for high potential
Colombian companies to have more
HLETETAS ._||1r:i af IR LY ||1'|||r'l irll.l'\l!' .-1I|'|. ~1I1:|IHI‘
im imtermational markete. Already
Caolombia has staed working . towands
atiracting rmose and new  econoe
investment in some of the traditional
rmarkats of ourcountng.

These efforts are accompanied by
inewvation and I,|'|,'|1||-:1|-:_|:.;'||';|| pripecls
that are the result of the consolidated
nalianal cammitment 14 Craate
technological propecs through voung

programmers. W are now exploring the
video game and digital content industry,
to make Readway infoe the Asian market
I Gt we will soon stan distributing
“Aniguilation” and "Cell Scientists™ two
Calombian sideo games in South Eorea
and China

Tourism

+

In this moath of July, Colombia has
invited & South Armerican countries ta the
Tounsm Convention e cover both
business appointments between
Colombian business sector and other
F?HI.I:I'I -".r|||‘r|| AN I:.II1I|.||!i'|I1"'\|I ||1I‘II‘ '-'-III III"

We trust that in the very near future
economic indicators will be pointing
upwards as a good result of this
policy. Already, the Economic
Commission of Latin America
(CEPAL), has projected a GDP growth
for Colombia above the regional
average. Thirty-three countries of the
region were subjects to this study, that
will be one of the drivers of recovery
in this part of the continent.

MESSAGE FROM THE AMBASSADOR
H.E. CLAUDIATURBAY QUINTERO

H.E. Ivdn Dugue Marguez, President of Colombia

apprescimately 874 business mestings and
several academic meotings with experts
anil grvemment officials o explore the
progre=s al Colambig

IntErnatlnnal Cooperation

In 2020, Coblombia bescame the 371
member of the Orgamization for
Economic Cooperation and Development
MECDY, Asa resull, public institaions in
Colambia will meet international
clandards of b o r\-.-l':'u|":-:'|.| v |id, El'lllﬁ
rart ol the (LT proicles sreaber logal
spcurity and strengthens the cowuntry 's
confidence (o afirac) foreign invesimenl
and contributes o deepoen bilateral
LTI Hiss,

The Job Market

Colonrhia was on a teend o reducing the
fpgqualitg rabe of the country wlhich iy
again a big challenge becawse of rising
povery levels in the country. Colomibsia
hae been ranked as the countng in Latins
America with the 3rd best labor force,
haating countries such as Chile, Peruy,
Brazsl ard Veneroela The labest fax
reform {Act 1607 of 2012) led o the
reduction of certain job-relabed costs from
52T o 38, 5%,

Thasme s andthier condition thal sse have,
which is our geographical bocation, that
|.',I'||'I"\ 105 By A [ I:'I..Irln.l:'l % iFrAL I'|I| ||1I"
warld, We have 25 international airlinos
in the country and connect directly te 15
intesrtional destinations werldwede, |m
2019, tourism was the second largest
foreign exchange sarner, surpassing
traditional products such as coffes,
flowers and banana and we expect it to
ritieke sironger coameback.

International Trade

Colombia has maore than 17 trade
snerments in losce, enabling prederential

condirned on page 3
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access o more than G0 countries and
nesarly 1,500 mullion comsumiers across
markess including the United States, the
Eurapean Unicn, Brazil, Mexico, Chile,
P, Costa Rica, South Kosea, and 1srael:
with new markets to be added soon, like
Panarma and Unied Kingdom, withowhich
Colombia has signed agreements,
Ackditiomally, Colomibia is negotiating a
Frous Trachs Agrrement with lapan and an
asscnciike skate igure through the Pacoitic
Alllance with Canada, Australia,
Sir':gu”r}rr and Mew Fedland, An
imporant fact is that Ghana is the only
cauntmy where the four member countries
oo e Alliarce are present iogeiher since
2018,

Calombia has 16 International Investment
agreements o force and 11 Daowhle
Tamation Asreements in fore with msjor
trading partners to ensune & stable and
twvarable legal frameswork for foaeign
imvestment, Bt is important b remasniber
that Colomlbdz is conmected to Ghana and
.*n'l'r1|'1||.l|||{||.||.1|"| ther Atlantie Ovean and wis
are working to establish economic
partnerships with Africa and in the
‘\.I:u:'l,'ifil, case of the Embqshy ol &
Calombia in Ghana, with Ghana and
Wesi Africa.

What we can clearly observe is Lhat
already, many measures and
commilmenis are part of the aconomic
redcbivations of our countey, Crar couniry
is not only incentivizing through
traditional production but alzo throwgh
sctence, echnalogy, investment and
environmenial sustainability,

Migration and
Peace-building

-

President Iwan Dugue Marquesz has
emphasized from the beginning of his
government, Development with legality
and Peace with legality, fundamentally
bassd an our Constitution, which B o
begal framework, I addition fo many
other challenges. Colombia has had to
confront a- strong wave of immigration
frovm its neighbouring country Venezuela,
e, Around 1.8 million Yenezuelan
citizens bave migrabesd to Colombia. A5 a
demonstration of supparl e Lhe
difficulties this community faces, the
government created the Temporary
Statute for the Protection of Migrams to
regularize theirsituation,

tncidental ly, thal condition of irmegulariny
ferd cnly affects ths migrants but also the
country, for which the cormesponding
registration of each of the migrants 4
mecpaired and witl allow them 1o eoeve
the henefits contemplated within this
statwie, o granl them temporary
pratection perrmits for 10 years, This secks
to profect their human nghts and in tarn,
redisce the nuiber of current and future
irregular migration and rather promote
reaular migration.

Simce May of this year, the ragistration
process for approximately 25% of
migranis has begun and regi=ration will
be emablad ustil AMay 28, 2022 for those
wemi epbened] 1he Cepiey hlﬂl’nrlljﬂnl.:.-lrg.l I,
2821, For those who entered after that
date with the passport stamped, they will
hawes unbil Moweembiser 24, 2008, Alter this
period, they will have ko agply tor avisa.

Territorial Development

President Dhegque’s Ceneesmmeent has led
the implementation of the Beintegration
inte Crwllity- Territorial Developmenl
Plan (FDET, a5 o fundamental part of the
peace apresmenl. This plan is part of an
efioet e achieve the implementamion of
the prace agreement within a framework
of legality, to support the re-incorporation
nfex=coambatanis, illegal crop substitation
and development programs with a
tesritosial focus,

| wiish te highlight some comments of the
Secretary General of the United Maticns
on this prace process with legality, during
ine verificatian mission in Colombia on
July #2031, in which b impodant
is50es are memliomsed:

. That most @i the ex-combatants rermained

commiited 1o rejoining the social and
pislitical life of the country and alzi
mighlighted the fact of the progress
reconded mopeace with legaling after the
meeting with President ivan Dhsque and
Rodrign Londono, who was known as
Timmo werakon, Begcdesr ool theee F AR Goeril,

I as alsa importast to nole tat dispaies
batwean illegal armed actors to achieve
saclal and rerritorial contrel, aflect
communities' rights, human rights
activists, social leaders, and ex-
combatants, which eplains why when the
preace agreement was signed in the midst
of these wiolent sitwations with the
Eevalutionary Armiesd Farces of Colombna
(FARC amd the People's Army (EF), these
illegal armed encounters znd their effects
o coenplving with the peasce agreament
wiere netconbemplated,

Women in Peace

Women are the prodagonists of the peace
process in social ineestment and rugal
sectar transfarmstion progeams, Today,
we have maore thir a million women who
henefin from fommalization programs, and
scess I rural bousing, There are also
more than 35000 women heads of
hicsasebunlds, wha make decisions such as
replacing coca cullivation with cocog -
which | call the Grain of Peace-, colfee
and aromatic plants, ensuring their
trarquility and a begal and sustainable
incame over Time, This is part of the
FIDET,

The Colombian govermment 1w working
with commitment i the achievement of
the 2030 Sustainable Developmen
Cicaalls, bvacards 1_~:|1|‘|in;1' exlrerme ey,
having 100% of our population with
sockal securily and continuing 1o
strengthen the education sector as a
national priority, aloag with health. It is
wiell known that without sducation ancd

ALZO

MIBAND=RA

without employment, a dignified life for
all citizens and the promotion of human
righvs cannat be properly guaranteesd,

Colombia's Pact
with Youth

L af thee maos) impostant achiesvements
of this Government is the Colembian Pact
with Youth, in which youna people in
Colombia are assisbisd b gain acerss i
higher education institutions at zero cost,
where credil lines are helng generated for
housing for young people and
emplaymant, and whese the governmenl
is also promoting the geneation of
emplovment for yvoung people by
sOnNSoring & percentage of the minimum
wage [0 emplover companies

Trairiing slats havie been opened o
Loience, Technology, Enginecring, Aris,
and Mathematies education |STEAM]
training progrems foe childes geder 15,
Similarly, the training of creative
indusiries and bilingualism s being
||n':-n'|-:1|¢"'f| Ihis padt i r|'|._||.1|'|.l 51r|1|"|"ili'|'|-1.|I
the poorest in Colombia®s socizgl and
T M Siruciure,

The govermment of Prestodent Dugue 15 a
government that permanently defiends
demacracy, iube of law and huian righis,
weilh i focas on securily angd protection of
the lite of citizens, and integral
develooment that allows to dignify the
liwimg conditions of is People

| eanned i this messape without making
claritving comments on the situation that
Colomibia has leen @cing since tha 281
af April due o an arypical sitsation. | am
refarring 1o 2 series of protests that have
developed with violent activities and
vandalizen, Colormbeia insists thal e righl

03

o peaceiul demonstration s a begal nght,
bt the State has o 3ot wihen i comies 1o
the debense of national security, and when
ircomes o other citl2ens.

Colombia prodects H'ﬂMigh!s aof all ;:u;'-e:||.|1|‘-,
those who protest and those whe do pot,
equally. Clearly, howsver, this event has
ledl b our Presadent edting the new
Legizlature that will be elected naext
August, to begin o owork on & new law
against vandalism and ricts, |Towas also
observed that it i= necessary to define the
demands that are made of the
represerdatives af e irsgitatione af e
nation, swch as the Mationzl Police, and
that e citizens have the right 1o peacetul
demaonstration, without attacking the
ciruntry's institutionaline, ner hose who
cefond the dghts of cilizens, Therelore,
the right to protest most be without
violence, vandalism, or riols singe
profests cannol aned do et seek Boaffec
cisllective rights.

Finally, as | end my message. | wish 1o
inwile reatlars 1o accompany us i our
colebration by joining The Great Mational
Concart dubbed, "Colombia, a love that
unies us' on july 20ih, With a prodecion
of high artistic and audicvisual quality,
the Great Mational Concert will be a rip
thraugh varous regions of the country
and through the rich culiural diversity of
Colombia. It is a digital event that will
Begin at 7250 pom, Colambaan time. The
evant will be transmitted live through the
so ikl netwoorks al the Minisiry of Culture,
h|1F_:rs.'.'."1r|'in-: ultura. |.|,1_1u.c:r_:~r|-'.|l.=,i masichefault
caspx the Teatro Coldn,
Bibtpsstfiestrocolon.gov.onf, Carscol TV,
the Public Media System (RTVC] megional
channels, channels identified by the
Ermbassies aof Coloambia and allied miedia.

The best of Colombiaina
new Disney Production

| also want to share with you a beausifl
Drisneny production which will be reheased
in Movember, which shows the magic of
Codombsia, Wathin this context, we fisd in
the warious manifestations of art, a
chanrel of communication that reflects
the values ol Celombian culture,
furdamentally the human warmth of our
people and e rchness exemnplified in
diversity, therelare, fhis july 20 i the
perfect occasion, o share through the
followling link:
https:ffvoutu, be/MwY5Upnal FI a
preview of the new exciting film from
Walt DHsney Anirmation Studics, called
DEncante 0 which, for illustrative
purpesas, highlights the gualities fhat
make Colombia an attractive and
captivating country whine vou can see a
fantastic natural paradise inspired by the
colee region tha promises o show the
magie of our land.

H.E. CLAUDIA TURBAY QUINTERD, Colombia’s Ambassador to Ghana
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THE STORY OF 20TH JULY

20 DE JULIO

DIA DE LA INDEPENDENCIA

DE COLOMBIA

#IndependenciaCol

July 200 is the day thal symbolizes the
IFK Ir'l.JlE':"EII‘I (Tl B 1 {.I!lll :ll'u'llll al '.'rr:-l'.'. hi.!.ll":i'\ui'l
colonization, =0 this date i= the most
important patriolic celebration of 1he
countny. Altoagh il is thought that this
wirs the beginning of the independence
campaign, the trath is that it is part of &

process that began in the late eighteenth
century and ended with the dissalulion

of theGran Colambia im 18340,

In 1808, with the LSt pRalanen of the
thrane af King Ferdinand %1 by the
Mapoleonic empire and the power

READ WISE

Well researched for d

wwa, lebMonlne com

BrMIng minds

1
- Baram L Frorrsl Teran

Mearaly T,

Ghana's Leading Businsas. Nowspapar

wvacuwm that this genersied m e Latin
American colonies, a I'H*||r'.!.1 al seli-
govarnment began to emerge in the
Cronles that was addicabized when ihae
Cortes of Cadie did not recognize tha
alanomy,

Later, wath the revolution of 1905 - which
ended with the declaration of Ciuito as an
autonomous provinee - a feeling of
independence was fostesed in the ather
cofonies that materialized with the call
for open councils, the formation of
governmen! boards and the
proclamation of the sutonomy ol the
provinces. The first city to declare its
autnnarmy in this process was Cartagena,
on May 22 1810 which was fnllowed
by Cali on July 3 and El Socomo on July
140, to end with the fameus July 20
iMational Unieersity, 201405,

From 1830, when Gran Colombia was
dissolved, and the physical borders of
wehat is nowwy thie political map af northern
Somth America began o consolicate,
almast as we know it foday, Colombia
began its work of creating nationaliz
bons, among them e designation of
July 2} as the day of national
independensoe

Source;

'l.I!51:.'."."r|1i|1-:_ |_||Iur._| L r_'|_|."._:r|_'._|:-.,"|||:-|_||.|_-|_ Iane
sfconmemofaciones/Paginas! 20-de-| ulio—
D% C 3 A Da-de-ta-lndependencia-dies
Colombia.aspx

BIODIVERSITY

N COLOMBIA

Calambia s the secomd most hiod iverse
couritry in the waorld, with natural and
cultueal landscapes; including the
Amazron. The astownding diversity of
Landdscapes, the whbte-capped mauntams
of the Andes, mangroves along the
Pacific Coast, vast stretches of the
Caribbean Sea, the epen savanna of the
Irinaca Biver Basan, makes i ane al the
countries with the greatest hiokogical
diversity on the planet,



